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Grace Lutheran Church 

A New Church Year Begins…. 
 
 The Church Year begins with Advent (from Latin adventus, which means “coming into”), a 
four-week period of preparation before the celebration of Christ’s birth on Christmas.  The story of 
Jesus during Advent is the story of hope coming into the world.  When the time was just right, God 
sent God’s Son, Jesus, into the world.  The Advent season teaches us to prepare to receive Jesus, the 
hope for the world.  In Advent we wait for our coming King. 
 From Christmas until January 5th, we will be in the Christmas season (think the 12 days of 
Christmas), and then Epiphany and the Sundays after until Lent. 
 The Revised Common Lectionary, a three-year cycle of scripture readings, has us beginning 
Year B, which means almost all of our gospel readings will be coming from Mark and John. 
 
Advent Practices and Traditions 

The color of Advent is blue, which symbolizes anticipation and hope in our coming King.  Violet 
is also used during Advent as a symbol of our repentance in preparation for our coming King. 
 
It has become common to use an Advent wreath to mark the season.  This wreath has four candles 
– one for each week in Advent.  As these candles are lit each week, our anticipation mounts as we 
look forward to Jesus’ coming.  

 

Christmas Worship on December 24: 
Online Service: available on Facebook and YouTube the afternoon of Chr istmas Eve. 
Parking Lot Service: 

6:00 pm -- singing traditional Christmas hymns with accompaniment 
6:30 pm – abbreviated worship service 

Bring your blankets, quilts, and face coverings with you in the car, and dress accordingly, as 
there may be a time or two when you may want to step out of your car.   
The service will include: 

- Singing Christmas hymns in the half hour leading up to the service, 
accompanied by Mary Knellwolf 

- Luminaries and lights 
- Hearing the Christmas story  
- Lighting candles and singing “Silent Night” 
- Communion 

All activities in keeping with recommended COVID-19 practices.  (Please 
be sure to bring your masks and hand sanitizer.) 
 
If we have to cancel due to weather, our back-up dates will be at the same time on December 25, or 

if needed, December 27. You will be able to call the church at 776-4462 for a weather update.  



 

 

 
 

 
Beloved in Christ, 
 
Can you believe it?  Advent is here!  We are in the month-long season of waiting 
and preparation that leads up to Christmas.  In the best of years, it can be really 
tempting to jump right into the joy and celebration.  It’s weird 
enough that in our culture we go from a day of giving thanks on a Thursday to the 

“great day of acquisition” that is “Black Friday” (though now it’s not uncommon to see signs of 
Christmas creeping into stores before Halloween!) 
 This year the temptation to make the hyper-speed jump to the great day of celebration seems 
greater than usual.  I was reminded in a recent conversation with a friend that, in some ways, it feels 
like we’re still in the season of Lent, since most churches did not gather for Holy Week and Easter 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, and we haven’t had “regular” worship since March. We’re 
still in the process of waiting, and we’re tired:  emotionally, mentally, spiritually.  We just want this 
all to be over. We long to go about our usual busy-ness and to spend time and celebrate the im-
portant occasions with the ones we love. We may be tempted to try and push December 24/25 into 
being here before its time. 
 Advent has its own rhythm.  It’s a time for simplifying and slowing things down.  Its about 
pondering the coming of Christ long ago, his presence with us now and the meaning of this Christ-
mas, and his promised return at the end of time.  It’s taking a deep breath and considering our need 
for God’s presence in our lives, and reflecting upon the things that are getting in the way of our re-
lationship with God and with one another.  It’s not about presents, but being present, being im-
mersed in the “wonder of his love.” 
 Perhaps here is the hidden gift of the pandemic.  We who are people addicted to busy-ness 
and a fast-paced life, who are use to immediate service and habitual multi-tasking – perhaps we are 
being aided to let go of some of the craziness and secular trappings and simplify our plate.  Perhaps 
we’re being given a beautiful opportunity to dwell a little longer and go a little deeper into thanks-
giving. Perhaps we’re being given more time to consider our blessings and share our abundance 
with our neighbor.  Whatever it is, know that you are not wondering, waiting, longing and dwelling 
alone, nor are you doing it in vain.  We are church together, even when we’re not together in per-
son, and best of all, Christ is Immanuel, God with Us, and Christ is with you.  The peace of Christ 
dwell in you richly this Advent season. 
 
Warmly,  
Pr. Kate 

 

Pastor Kate’s Office Hours 

During most weeks Pastor Kate will be available to connect at the office on Tuesday afternoons, 
and Wednesday and Thursdays between 9:00 AM-noon and from 1:00-4:00 PM.  Other times are 
also possible, but in all cases it is recommended to call first or make an appointment to insure that 
she is available and in the office, as she may have other appointments or working across the street.  
You can leave a message at the church.  Otherwise she can also be reached on her cell phone 
(608/732-9688) or by email at Pastor.GraceDar@gmail.com. 

From the Keyboard of Pastor Kate 
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Message from Bishop Joy About the Emergency Order 
 

Today, Public Health for Madison and Dane County issued Emergency or-
der #10, related to the pandemic.  The order begins with a summary of what 
we know- cases of COVID are rising sharply. Due to the sharp increase new 
mandates are being ordered. Among these new restrictions is the mandate 
that no gatherings are to be held indoors; outdoor gatherings are to be lim-
ited to 10 persons. The current mask requirement is also in effect.  Religious 
entities are excluded from the order only for the purposes of gathering for 
worship.  They are not excluded for other purposes like staff or council 
meetings, education meetings, etc.  You can read the whole order 
here:  https://publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus/forward-dane/current-order 
Now certainly this is an order specific to only one part of our synod, howev-
er it is a topic that is of central concern to all of us. I have been in many con-
versations in the last two weeks with rostered ministers and laity alike from around the synod who are 
seeking direction about what to do regarding returning to in person worship, staying online through 
the end of the year, etc.  Some have wanted a clear message from me as Bishop.  Others felt like a 
clear message from me could complicate what they were already doing and put them in a further quan-
dary. 
Then, one rostered leader put me on the spot and asked me, “Well, what is your preference?” I do have 
a clear preference in all of this.  I prefer that our congregations refrain from in person worship.  It is 
the safest thing to do to protect one another.  We are called to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Right 
now, we can love one another best by staying away from each other.  We can love another by giving 
up things for the sake of the other.  These past 8 months have been long.  Many of us have not been in 
our church buildings at all.  We miss each other and the community that we share.  Some of us do not 
have the ability and/or the desire to hook up to virtual worship.  Anxiety, grief, and loss are very prev-
alent, and we grow weary when we don’t know when this will end.  However, right now we are being 
called to love our neighbors, stay the path and stay home.  In Galatians chapter 5 Paul writes:  

13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an op-
portunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14For the whole 
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1 

It's that simple … and it's that complicated.  My prayers are with you as we are church together in 
these difficult days, 

 

Bishop Joy 

Bishop Joy Mortensen-Wiebe 

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA 

 
 
WHAT MATTERS - Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, News, & Events!  Grow in your faith 
and leadership!  Stay connected to exciting events and stories of our faith in action in our synod!  To 
sign up for synod news, please email Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life, Deacon Vicki Hanra-
han at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What Matters.”   

https://publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus/forward-dane/current-order
mailto:vickih@scsw-elca.org


 

 

December 2020 The Carillon|4 

   IN OUR PRAYERS: 
 

 We remember those with upcoming medical procedures and recovering 
from illness, accidents, procedures, or in special need of prayer, 
 

- Taylor Evenstad recovering from burns received in a farm tractor fire 
- those who are currently suffering from COVID-19, or those who are caring for some-

one who is 
- essential workers in our communities and those on the front line of the pandemic, 
- those suffering from isolation, loneliness, depression, anxiety, addiction, and mental ill-

ness, 
- the Sugar Creek Bible Camp community, that they continue to be open to the Holy 

Spirit, that God would guide and empower their work, including summer Bible camp 
 
We remember those who are mourning the loss of loved ones, especially: 
 

- the family of Evelyn Williams who passed away November 3 and whose funeral was 
held November 9  

- the family of Linda Martin (sister-in-law of Val Thompson )who passed away from the 
complications of COVID-19 

- the family of Gary Garrison (step-father of Diane Bredeson) who passed away at his 
home   November 13 and whose funeral was held on November 18 

- Kate Brattlie, daughter of Barb Schilling, recovering from surgery 
 

We give thanks to God and celebrate: 
 

- The past month’s volunteers who served at Grace including members of the music, 
worship, care, Sunday school, and technology teams and to all the volunteers who 
helped to decorate the church for the harvest and the Christmas seasons. 

- to Main Furniture and Home, Jalaine Ruesegger, Sheila Carrington, and 
Vernon Johnson for the lovely love seats in the education/nursery room off 
the narthex. 

 

Prayer Ventures 
 
Inserted in this newsletter is a flyer called “Prayer Ventures” for December.  
This monthly flyer lists daily petitions as guides for prayer for the global, social and out-
reach ministries of the ELCA, as well as for the needs and circumstances of our neighbors, 
communities and world. 



 

 

                                    WORSHIP      
 
Sunday worship services at Grace will be online only during November and 
December due to the rapid spread of the COVID-19 virus.  Services can be ac-
cessed on our BRAND NEW Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheran.Darlington, or on YouTube by the following 
day (see our website, your email in-box, or search Grace Lutheran, Darlington, WI on 
YouTube for details).   

Thanksgiving For All Saints (from the November service) 

O God of the pilgrim’s way, we give thanks for those in generations past who have been 
examples for us of God’s love at work in the world. As we pray, we know that we are sur-
rounded by this great, rejoicing cloud of witnesses. Yet even as we name these holy ances-
tors, we thank God for others whose names we never knew or have forgotten, who showed 
us the meaning of life in Christ. 
 

Ronald Hexom  Shirley Johnson  Garry Garison 
John Schulte  Clarion Wick  Catherine McEnroe 
Adam Blaser  Charlie Ludwig  Evelyn Williams 
Lilas Saalsaa  Neil Considine 

 
Holy God, we honor these, loved ones in faith and members of our family. We, too, seek to 
do your will: guide us. We, too, desire to be your servants: strengthen us. We, too, long to 
know you clearly: teach us. And in time, bring us to our eternal home of peace and joy. 
Amen. 
 
Text by Marilyn Haskel from Music Sourcebook for All Saints through Transfiguration. © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress. From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

Music Requests – Mary Knellwolf is taking requests for songs and hymns 
to be played before and after online worship services.  Requests can be sub-
mitted via Facebook or email to Mary Knellwolf (mlknellwolf@gmail.com) 
or by calling the church office and leaving a message. 
 

Offerings:  In thanksgiving to God, offer ings for the maintenance and mission of this 
church and God’s greater mission in this community and world, offerings may be mailed to 
church (1302 Clay Street, Darlington) or can be placed under the office door. 
 

 
Poinsettia: This year Grace is still decorating with the gift of poinsettia 
donations for our online worship space.  Orders are due December 16 and 
will be delivered December 19. 
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CONGREGATIONAL and COMMUNITY CARE TEAM 

Care Team:  We are looking for  people to par ticipate in meaningful ways that con-
nect our church to each other and to the wonderful community of Darlington.  Currently 
activities are being organized and carried out with minimal to no physical gathering.  Sup-
port and encourage others and likely receive support and encouragement yourself? Some 
recent activities were to send Thanksgiving cards to shut-ins and Veterans Day decorations 
at the Manor.  If interested contact Jalaine Ruegsegger at 608/432-0301. 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 
Pictures of Grace:  We’re looking for pictures of the 
people of Grace:  shots of smiling faces and faith and 
ministry in action wherever you are: at home, in the com-
munity, and at church!  Please send your pictures to Pas-
tor Kate and/or the church office email.  We’d like to use 
these for newsletters and outreach.  Don’t be shy!  Help 
us spread the word! 

 
Anniversary and Birthdates:  Please send us your anniversary and bir thdates.   Just 
the month and day, the year is not needed. We would like to list them in the newsletter 
each month, so we can celebrate with you! 
 
Christmas Caroling for  the shut-ins is being organized with safe practices 
in place at this time.  If you would be interested in participating  please 
leave a message at the church. 
 
Prayer-ers sought?  Are you someone who is committed to a faithful prayer life and 
believes in the power of prayer?  Are you trustworthy and committed to respecting others’ 

desire for confidentiality?  We are looking for people who would be interested in serving 
on a prayer team/prayer chain for communal and personal concerns.  Contact Pastor Kate 
for information. 

Christmas Donations:  Grace is going to deliver boxes to our homebound members.  
If you would like to donate items to help fill the boxes, here is a list of suggested items:  
Christmas candy, mints, nuts, hot chocolate packets, fruit, mint cookies, chocolates, and 
cookies. Cookies must be from a licensed kitchen, nothing homemade.  Any suggestions 
and donations are greatly appreciated.  Thank you for helping us make this special time of 
the year more memorable for our homebound members.  DEADLINE is Sunday, Decem-
ber 20.  Items can be placed on the counter in the fellowship area. 



 

 

COMMUNITY CARE 
 

The CommunityThanksgiving Meal, hosted by the United Methodist 
Church on Thanksgiving Day, was a big success.  They served over 200 drive-
thru and carry-out meals.  Thank you to all who helped with donations of food, 
money, and hands. Grace Lutheran donated $150.00 to help with any expenses. 
 
Christmas Blessings is a community program organized by Holy Rosary Catholic Church to 
provide Christmas gifts or members of families going through hard times.  The people of Grace 
sponsored 22 families.  Thank you for caring! 

 
Mitten Tree:  The mitten tree is located in the church lobby for  the collection of 
mittens, hats, scarves, gloves and socks.  Collected items will be donated to the schools 
to provide for students’ needs.  Collections will continue until mid-January. 
 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing:  Grace Lutheran is scheduled for  Fr iday and Satur -
day, December 11-12 with shifts on Friday from 3:00-5:00 PM and 5:00-7:00 PM, and 
on Saturday from 10:00 AM until noon and noon-2:00 PM at each of three Darlington 
locations.  Sign up in the church lobby or call the church and leave a message and we’ll 
help you out.  CoVid-19 practices in place (masks and gloves). 
 

Lafayette Manor Thank You – a note from the Manor 
Thank you donors!!  Lafayette Manor staff are humbled by the community in-
volvement we have had throughout the pandemic.  Though visitors and volun-
teers are not able to come into the building, they have found creative ways to 
bring joy and encouragement to the residents AND to the staff.  This week, a 

generous donation of treats for bingo and “coffee clutch” have fulfilled our needs through the rest 
of the year!  Thank you!! 
 

The Lafayette County Food Pantry is cur rently accepting donations.  Par ticu-
lar needs right now are canned vegetables (especially French-cut green beans, 
yams or sweet potatoes), holiday meal items such as:  stuffing mix, canned gravy, 
items for green bean casserole, family-friendly soups (such as tomato, chicken 
noodle; NO CREAM OF MUSHROOM), toilet paper always needed!  Hamburger 
Helper, peanut butter, non-sugared cereals such as Chex, Cheerios, corn flakes etc. 
 Donations can be dropped off at Grace in the shopping cart located near the 
fellowship area. 
 The pantry is also in need of volunteers.  If you are under the age of 70, 
able-bodied, have no underlying health conditions, and are not going home to 
someone with any, please contact Amanda or Liz at the pantry number (608/776-3500). 
 

Toliet Paper Tree:  Dur ing the month of December  we are constructing a “toilet 
paper tree” to donate to the Food Pantry.  It will be made of rolls of toilet paper with 
some colorful vegetable and soup cans (red and green) for decorations.  All will be do-
nated to the Food Pantry at the end of December. Two boxes have been provided in the 
church narthex for your donations.  Let’s construct a large tree!! 

Darlington Community Blood Drive will be  held at the Amer ican Legion on 
Wednesday December 30 from 12:30-05:30 PM.  Appointments are preferred (call 
800/733-2767) 
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                     DISCIPILESHIP  
 

Sunday School for  Pre-K through fourth grade began on Sunday, 
November 15 at 9:00 AM currently via Zoom only and will be meet-
ing weekly.  Parents should look in their email for more information 
or contact coordinator and teacher Hannah Badertscher at 608/432-
0945 
 

Confirmation Classes with Junior Youth (5th-8th grades) 
Contact Pastor Kate if you missed the updates from announcements.  Our first gathering 
has been rescheduled and will be held currently via zoom only from 3:00-4:45 PM on De-
cember 9 & 16.  A link will be emailed to your student, so be sure Pastor Kate has the cor-
rect one for your youth. 
 
NEW - Senior High Youth Group (9th-12 grades)  Contact Pastor Kate for details.  Our 
first gathering is planned via zoom in early December.  Please text, call or email your 
email address to Pastor Kate for the invitation.  The intent is to connect on Wednesdays 
monthly.  Additional activities planned by the group will take place as the group deter-
mines (such as opportunities for service). 

 

Women  of Grace  Are you interested in star ting up a women’s group for Bible study 
(via zoom, internet or phone).  Contact Pastor Kate 

 

Adult and Family—In this newsletter there is a listing of available resources that  may be 
of interest to adults and family .   

 

Taking Faith Home will be a weekly addition for the Sunday bulletin for household 
use for all ages.  Attached in this newsletter are the directions for this resource. 

 

RESOURCES IN THE NARTHEX 

 

Christ in Our Home 

(Available also by delivery to your home if needed.) 

Christ in Our Home is a quarterly devotional resource that encourages read-
ers to live out their faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied by a 
daily scripture reference and prayer for the day that follows the Revised 
Common Lectionary.   
These booklets are available in regular or large print editions in the narthex 
and we will deliver to our homebound.  Contact the church office. 
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX  (continued) 
 
OUR HOPE AND EXPECTATION: DEVOTIONS FOR ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2020-
2021   by Paul Hoffman (Contributor) … 
 
Our Hope and Expectation explores the Advent season and celebrates the joy of the twelve 
days of Christmas and the day of Epiphany. It includes daily devotions based on year B 
scripture readings (in the Revised Common Lectionary) for Sundays and festival 
days between the first Sunday of Advent (November 29, 2020) and Epiphany 
(January 6, 2021). In addition to devotions, the book offers household blessings 
and prayers to enrich your preparations and celebrations. 
You can still purchase this as an eBook at the following locations: Amazon Kin-
dle, Apple Books, Barnes & Noble Nook, Google Play Books, Kobo Reader, 
and Overdrive. 
 
 
LIVING LUTHERAN 
 
(Free copies of back issues are available in the narthex of the LIVING LUTHERAN. May they en-
courage you in this time of church-at-home and remind you of our connection to one another.) 

 
Living Lutheran signifies this church’s living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
The magazine features: 
--Stories and commentary from the 3.5 million members and 9,300 congregations. 
--Resources to help you deepen your faith. 
--Monthly reflections from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. 
--Coverage of religious news, events and social issues. 
 
As a partner in God's mission, Living Lutheran shares with the ELCA's   diverse  
membership the stories of God's people living their faith. 

 
 
GATHER 
 
(Free copies of back issues are available in the narthex of the GATHER. May 
they encourage you in this time of church-at-home and remind you of our con-
nection to one another.) 
 
This magazine of the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
guides you as you live and experience your faith every day. With the special of-
fer for new subscribers, you can get a whole year of Gather (10 issues) for 
just $9.95 — that’s $10 or half off the regular subscription rate!  Digital access 
is free to print.  
 
In addition to a regular Bible study, the magazine offers a mix of faith-in-life 
articles, theological reflections, devotions and stories that speak to the hearts 
and souls of progressive Christian women. Gather connects Christian women of 
all ages with like-minded others who are committed to growing in faith and 
building the kingdom of God—next door and across the globe. 
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX  (continued) 

SPARK FAMILY 
 
(Grace subscribes to receive this quarterly publication for families with 
children pre-school to fourth grade.) 
 
Spark Family is the newest Spark resource designed to help famlies fit faith 
into everyday life! 
 
Spark Family is a quarterly subscription. Each issue comes alive with colorful 
images from the award-winning Spark Story Bible and engaging activities for 
the whole family! With 48 pages of activities, Spark Family is a great resource 
to keep in the car, carry along as you run errands throughout the day, or leave 

on the kitchen table for conversation starters during dinner. 
 
Unlike other children's devotionals, each issue of Spark Family is based on seasons and themes 
from the Bible. It's filled with quick and easy ways to fit faith into everyday life. Because it's not 
dated, you can choose to follow the chapters sequentially or skip around. It's perfect for kids in 
preschool - grade 4. 
 
Spark Family features: 
Cut-out prayers - Playful ways to encourage family members to pray together! 
Make Time for More Fun! - Faith activities that fit your family's busy schedules. 
Bible Factoids - Trivia to help build biblical literacy for all ages. 
And more! 
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Grace Lutheran Contact Information 
 
President: Steve Fleming, 608-482-0420, sfleming@investorscommunitybank.com  
Vice President: Don Barnard, 920-246-9534, barndab@msn.com  
Secretary: Bridget Schilling, 608-482-2269, b_conrad03@yahoo.com  
Treasurer: Tina Riechers, 608-482-3839, tinariechers@live.com  
Financial Secretary: Laura Barnard, 920-366-4946, barndab@msn.com  
Technology: Hannah Bardertscher, 608-482-0945, hannahfam19@yahoo.com  
 
Members-at-Large:  
● Val Thompson, 608-553-9103, valeriet1955@gmail.com   
● Jody White, 608-391-1912, Jodywhite638@securian.com  
 
Staff Contact Information 
 
 Pastor:  
Rev. Kate Kieckhafer, 608-732-9688, Pastor.Gracedar@gmail.com Church  
 
Office Staff:  
● Tiffany Donahoe (bulletin)  
● Judy Elzen (newsletter)  
Custodian: JoNell Coats  
Musician: Mary Knellwolf mlknellwolf@gmail.com 

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/find/product/9780806670492
mailto:barndab@msn.com
mailto:hannahfam19@yahoo.com
mailto:valeriet1955@gmail.com
mailto:Jodywhite638@securian.com
mailto:mlknellwolf@gmail.com
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Prayer Ventures 



 

 

Prayer Ventures (continued) 
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Taking Faith Home  
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Taking Faith Home 
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Taking Faith Home (continued) 
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1302 Clay St  •  Darlington, WI 53530 

Return Service Requested 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Mission Statement 

We are Grace people. Jesus Christ sends 

us out to: 

☩ Feed the hungry 

☩ Welcome every child 

☩ Seek out the stranger 

☩ Give thanks to God in all things 

☩ Follow the way of the cross 

Inside 

Pg 

1|New Church Year Begins 

2|From the Keyboard of Pastor Kate  

3|Synod Letter 

4|Prayers 

5|Worship News 

6|Congregational & Community 

8|Discipileship & Resources 

Upcoming Schedule: 

 

December 9 & 16 

  3:00-4:45 PM  Confirmation Class 

December 9 

  Council Meeting 
 
December 24 
  6:00 PM  Singing Christmas Hymns 
  6:30 PM  Christmas Eve Service 
                         In Parking Lot 

 
 
 
 
 

Church phone:  608.776.4462 
Church email:  GraceDar@centurytel.net 
Facebook.com/GraceLutheran.Darlington 
Pastor’s email:  Pastor.GraceDar@gmail.com 
Pastor’s phone:  608.732.9688 

Newsletter Deadline 

Items need to be submitted for January 

Carillon by December 21. 

mailto:Pastor.GraceDar@gmail.com

